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Wash for Outbuildings. 

I want to know how to make a good, permanent 
whitewash for outside buildings and board fences.—A. 
Laing, Simcoe, C. W., 1859. 

Wishing to know how to make a whitewash that is 
both durable and good, I thought the inquiry would 
perhaps be answered by you or your numerous corres¬ 
pondents. I have a fence inclosing about an acre of 
ground, a poultry house, and a small barn to whitewash, 
and I would like to have them appear well, and also the 
whitewash to last some time.—D. Getiiakt, Williams¬ 
port, Pa., 1859. 

Take a barrel and slake in it carefully, with 
boiling water, half a bushel of fresh lime. Then 
fill the barrel two-thirds full of water, and add 1 
bushel of hydraulic lime or water cement. Dis¬ 
solve in water and add 3 pounds of sulphate of 
zinc, (white vitriol,) stirring the whole to incorpor¬ 
ate it thoroughly. The wash should be of the con¬ 
sistency of thin paint, and may be laid on with 
a whitewash or other brush. The color is pale 
stone color — nearly white. If you wish it to he 
straw color add yellow ochre, 2 pounds in powder; 
if drab, add 4 pounds raw umber. 

Another good wash is made as follows: —Slake 
lime with hot water, in a tub to keep in the steam. 
When dissolved, and in a half fluid state, pass it 
through a fine seive. Take six quarts of this lime 
and one quart of clean rock salt for each gallon of 
water—the salt to be dissolved by boiling, and the 
impurities to he skimmed off. To five gallons of 
this mixture, (salt .and lime,) add one pound of 
alum, half a pound of copperas, three-fourths of a 
pound of potash, (the last to be added gradually,) 
four quarts of fine sand, or hard wood ashes. Add 
coloring matter to suit the fancy. 

A correspondent of the Country Gentleman gives 
the following:—One bushel unslaked lime; half a 
gallon salt; three pounds alum, powdered; three 
pounds saleratus. Mix and put in a tight barrel 
with one head out. If the lime is quite fresh, cold 
water—if not, then use hot water. Keep stirring 
while slaking, adding water as required, so as not 
to become dry at any time. If it heats dry it be¬ 
comes lumpy, and must not be overflowed with 
water so as to prevent the slaking goiDg on. Stir 
up well from the bottom. When finished it may 
be thick as mush. When to be applied by a brush, 
make the mixture the consistency of whitewash— 
about the thickness of cream. Apply the first coat 
very thoroughly, filling every crack or interstice 
between the bricks or in the boards. For wooden 
fences a second coat of the same material is all that 
is required. Those who desire to have some other 
color than white, can add coloring matter to taste. 

For Brick Houses.— For the second coat, add to 
the first named materials 12 pounds melted tallow, 
and mix as before. This coat is impervious to 
water—is brighter, looking clean longer than paint, 
and preserves the cement between the bricks bet¬ 
ter than paint. 






Two quarts skimmed milk; 2 oz. fresh slaked lime; 
5 lbs. whiting. Put the lime into a stoneware vessel, 
pour upon it a sufficient quantity of milk to make a 
mixture resembling cream, the balance of the milk is 
then to be added; and lastly the whiting is then to he 
crumbled and spread on the surface of the fluid, in 
which it gradually sinks. At this period it must be 
well stirred in, or ground, as you would other paint, 
and it is fit for use. There may be added any color¬ 
ing matter that suits the fancy. It is to be applied 
in the same manner as other paints, and in a few 
hours it will become perfectly dry. Another coat 
may then bemadded, and so on, until the work is com¬ 
pleted. This paint is of great tenacity, and possesses 
a slight elasticity, which enables it to bear rubbing 
even with a coarse woolen cloth, without being in 
the least injured. It has little or no smell, even 
when wet, and when dry is perfectly inodorous. It 
is not subject to be blackened by sulphurous or ani¬ 
mal vapors, and is not injurious to health. The 
quantity above mentioned, is sufficient for covering 
57 yards with one coat. 

Take a barrel and slake in it carefully, with boiling 
water, half a bushel of fresh lime. Then fill the bar¬ 
rel two-thirds full of water, and add one bushel of 
hydraulic lime or water cement. Dissolve in water 









and add three pounds of sulphate of zinc, (white 
vitriol,) stirring the whole to incorporate it thorough¬ 
ly. The wash should be of the consistency of thin 
paint, and may be laid on with a whitewash or other 
brush. The color is pale stone color, nearly white. 
If you wish it to be straw c*lor, add yellow ochre, 
two pounds in powder; if drab, add four pounds raw 
umber. 

Another good wash is made as follows:—Slake lime 
with hot water, in a tub, to keep in the steam. When 
dissolved, and in a half fluid state, pass it through a 
fine seive. Take six quarts of this lime and one 
quart of clean rock salt for each gallon of water—the 
salt to be dissolved by boiling, and the impurities to 
be skimmed off. To five gallons of this mixture, 
(salt and lime,) add one pound of alum, half a pound 
of copperas, three-fourths of a pound of potash, (the 
last to be added gradually,) four quarts of fine 
sand, or hard wood ashes. Add coloring matter to 
suit the fancy. 

A correspondent of the Country Gentleman gives 
the following:—One bushel unslaked lime; half a 
gallon salt; three pounds alum, powdered; three 
pounds saleratus. Mix and put in a tight barrel with 
one head out.If the lime is quite fresh, cold water, 
—if not, then use hot water. Keep stirring while 
slaking, adding water as required, so as not to become 
dry atanyjtime. If it heats dry, it becomes lumpy, 
and must not be overflowed with water so as to pre¬ 
sent the slaking going on. Stir up well from the 
bottom. When finished, it may be thick as mush. 
When to be applied by a brush, make the mixture 
the consistency of whitewash,—about the thickness 
| of cream. Apply the first coat very thoroughly, fill- 
ling every crack or interstice between the bricks or 
in the boards. For wooden fences a second coat of 
'the same material is all that is required. Those who 
desire to have some other color than white, can add 
I coloring matter to taste. 

F or Brick Houses .—For the second coat, add to 
the first-named materials, twelve pounds melted tal¬ 
low, and mix as before. This coat is impervious to 
water,—is brighter, looking clean longer than paint, 
and preserves the cement between the bricks better 
Ithan paint. 3 





































